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Abstract 
The erstwhile military Government of Nigeria under Gen. Ibrahim 
Babangida in 1987 established by decree an agency named Mass 
Mobilization for Social Justice, Self Reliance and Economic Recovery 
(MAMSER). The body carried out political awareness campaigns to 
“sensitize” the people to the new world order, awakening national 
consciousness of the people and advising Nigerians to reject the 
politics of ethnicity, nepotism, religious bigotry and other social 
malaise. Chairman of the organization used English Language (a 
second language in the environment) to reach out to its target 
audience. This paper examined the rhetorical analysis of the sampled 
speeches taking note of the linguistic devices used and how they 
improved on the rhetorical quality of the text studied. Our findings 
have shown that effective use of language has assisted the Federal 
Government both past and present, to gain public confidence and trust 
but warns about an impending rhetorical decay or massive revolt if the 
government continues to neglect the social contract it entered with the 
people.  
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The written texts provided the source of data for the study. The English text 
was of course aimed at an educated audience with presumably adequate ability to 
decode the spoken texts, to appreciate their message and subsequently lead to the 
intended direction of positive attitudinal change. The samples used as source of data 
were taken from the   texts delivered in some states of the federation and coded for 
reference as follows (with page reference given when cited).  
Akwa Ibom (AK)  Lagos (LA) 
Bauchi (BC)   Ondo (OD) 
Gongola (GG)   Oyo (OY)  
Imo (IM)   Rivers (RV)  
Kaduna/Kwara (KD/Kw)  
 Although the speeches were scripted differently for each state, the contents, 
concepts, general information and language style are virtually the same with the 
repetition of some sentences in many of the texts.  
 This paper focuses on the rhetorical analysis of the sampled speeches paying 
particular attention to linguistic devices employed by the speaker and of the effect they 
produce on the audience in isolation or collectively. It also illustrates how the speaker’s 
attitude to his subject, knowledge of his immediate environment vis avis his personality 
facilitate or may hinder national development/ consciousness.   

2. Methodology  
The data selected for this work were analyzed through a systematic evaluation of the 
chosen speeches of MAMSER  campaigns based on the speaker’s special use of words, 
manipulative capacity overall organization of messages as well as the application of 
some  linguistic devices to drive home the message. The analysis of data was conducted 
through the use of content analysis, a device which enabled the researcher to critically 
examine the different approaches adopted in the speeches studied.   
 
3.1 Data Analysis/ Results 
Detailed reading of all the speeches was done in order to determine contents, and 
established a basis/or selection of speeches written to be spoken with the intention of 
persuading the listening audience to take a particular course of action.  
 In the analysis which follows, all the speeches were studied and relevant 
rhetorical features isolated for discussion following a scheme proposed by Rein (1969) 
rhetorical analysis, interest, clarity, cogency and emotional/logical appeal.  
 
3.1.2 Audience Analysis  
The MAMSER  Chairman usually requires the state directors, who knew their own 
states and the people better to provide information about the socio-political and 
economic factors that have tended to impinge on the level of  participation  of the 

The Intuition, Volume 7 No 1, May, 2016   ISSN 2276 - 9692 

The Intuition 



156 

 

people in the community in which the rally would take place in particular and the state 
in general (Gana, 1988). 
 
3.13 Interest  
The speaker does not take his audience for granted, but rather attracts and maintains the 
listener’s attention by a number of devices:  
(a) Going straight into the speech thereby cutting out any boring preambles. 
Evidence of this can be seen from the following examples of the opening sentences;  
 
Kaduna/Kwara Speech (Kd/Kw)  

The single most serious problem that has caused the failure of democracy in 
Nigeria has been the blatant rigging of elections KD/KW:1)  

A very important foundation for genuine democracy is an enlightened citizenry 
(Oy:1).  

We salute your patriotic and strong determination to support the new measures 
being taken by this administration to facilitate the building of a free and democratic 
society in Nigeria (IM:1).  
 
(b) Limiting conclusions sometimes to only one sentence thereby maintaining the 
compelling force that prevents the final emphasis from dwindling away.  
 
Many of the speeches end with a sentence like: Great sons and Daughters of (state), we 
invite you all to cooperate with MAMSER to facilitate the building of a free and 
democratic society in Nigeria. 
 
Further examples of conclusions are:  
Arise and let us build a free and democratic society. Thank you and God bless.  
We need a stable democracy we want prosperity not disgraceful poverty.  
 
The defunct Gongola State speech ends with two short choppy sentences followed by a 
longer last sentence, aptly punctuated to give it an equally sensational staccato-
emphatic effect thus:  
“We want the basic needs of life, we want to build a great nation, a just society, a land 
of bright opportunities for all of us” and finally with SO HELP US GOD! (GG. 5). 
 
(c) Using conversational language while maintaining degree of formality 
appropriate to the occasion. The following sentence shows a careful balance between 
the simplicity of conversational diction conveying a worth of personal feeling and the 
formality of tone required in the given context. 
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On behalf of the directorate for social mobilization (MAMSER) let me express our 
profound thanks to all of you for this rally. We are delighted to be in Gongola State for 
political Awareness Rallies (GG:1). 
 
 The same sentence could have read with less warmth, less conviction.  
On behalf of the directorate for social mobilization (MAMSER) permit us to express 
our profound gratitude to you all for this rally. It is our pleasure to be in Gongola State 
for political Awareness Rallies.  
 
(d) Involving the listener in the following ways: 
(i) By addressing the audience directly, thus closing the gap between the speaker 
and listener. 
Don’t wait until the last few days before you do your patriotic duty. If you do not 
register, you cannot contest elections (RV:3). 
 
(ii) By showing a knowledge of and identification with the audience’s situation. In 
the Rivers speech (sub-heading ‘youth as the backbone of this nation) (RV:6) empathy 
with the youth is achieved by the Nigerian youth, his difficulties, frustration and 
aspirations.  
(iii) By acting as the voice of the audience. Our people are fed up with bitter, 
divisive, directionless and empty politics (KD/KW: 2). 
We are tired of poverty, unemployment and underdevelopment (BD:2). 
(vi) By varying the mood from discursive to directive, plunging the listener into 
personal involvement and action: 

 
Plans to rig election have been known starting with the manipulation of the 
voters’ register. The current review exercise of the voter’s register therefore 
should be taken seriously. If you registered before, go now to registration and 
review centre (nearest to you) (emphasis mine) and cross-check and see 
whether or not your name is on the register (RV: 2). 

 
 The dramatic jump into action of the third sentence is achieved by the contrast 
between the sleepy passive of the first two  sentences and the imperative directive in 
combination with the personal pronoun “you” of the third, as  well as the urgency 
created by the coordinate animated verbs ‘go  now…cross-check…see..! 
(v)  By using a plethora of rigorous lively descriptive words, especially adjectives: 
Just, fair, creative, vicious frustrating, critical, greedy, courageous and dehumanizing.   
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Adverbs:  
Peacefully, collectively, decisively, eminently extremely, abundantly (KD/KW:3). 
 
Even the nouns are pilled up to produce a certain breathless effect as shown below: 
poverty, ignorance, oppression and social injustice (BC:1). Cooperatives, community 
development associations and professional associations (OY:3).  
 Here, the speaker generates and maintain interest by using a direct approach, 
adopting a conversational tone, and involving the listener in the process.  
 
3.1.4 Clarity  
Clarity in a language use has a lot to do with exactness in the use of words, absence of 
vagueness and exactness in the choice of words. It has to do with simplicity of structure 
and with appropriateness of expression. These qualities undoubtedly enable the 
language meant for social mobilization to  act as a vehicle conveying a message from 
speaker to listener without drawing undue  attention to  itself, but rather  to the meaning 
conveyed, (Edem 2005:69).  
 Some of the features employed to achieve clarity are shown below:  
 
We salute your excellent cooperation with MAMSER in helping to build: (a) A just and 
egalitarian society (b) A free and democratic society (c) A united, strong and self 
reliant nation (d) A great and dynamic economy (e) A land of bright and full 
opportunities for all citizens.  
 
Our collective struggle must continue if we are to achieve the objective of building a 
new, stable and just society. 
 
Clarity in this extract is ensured by a number of characteristics discussed below.   
(a). Punctuation, spacing and listing:  
The one long sentence cited above we salute…all citizens  (G.1) is  well displayed to 
ease reading out loud  with appropriate pauses by means of listing (a) to (e) and ample 
punctuation  (semi colon after each item on the list).  
(b). The use of parallel constructions within items on the list; Just and egalitarian, 
free and democratic.  
(c). The use of parallel constructions in expressing the ideas on the list - a free and 
democratic society, great and dynamic economy.  
 
(d). Nomimal Groups:  
To ensure social justices, the mass media must be free to be … the voice of the 
voiceless, the defender of the defenseless and the champion of the oppressed.  
 Ironically, the Nigerian media have been accused of being selective in its report 
of the same issue (Klapper 1960, Nwosu, 2003 and Wilson, 2003). Even Nigeria’s 
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former military ruler late Gen. Sani Abacha also took a swipe at the Nigerian press 
when he said,  

The Nigerian press was polarized along regional, sectional or ethnic lines 
with every side “protecting and supporting their kith and kin” (Abacha, 
1996).  

 
 Adesonaye (1990:7) on his part believes that the media (electronic) are 
beaming programmes that are not relevant to the needs of most people. And this ought 
not to be the case as the then Federal Capital Territory minister and current Kaduna 
State Governor Mallam Nazir El-Rafai was quoted on National Television (NTA) 
network news as saying,  
 

To build public confidence, government has to carry the people along in their 
programmes through the media and this takes a little time (El-Rufai, July 6, 
2005).  

 
(ii) Clauses  
Thus whereas: 
Social justice mobilizes people to do their very best for the nation, social injustice 
demobilizes the masses into apathy and even hatred for the system that generates such 
injustice (AK:2). 
 
This is apparently what Udoakah was referring to when he said; 
 

It is difficult to get a favourable response if the public does not know who the 
person trying to mobilize is, what he has been doing, and how it benefits from 
what he does (Udoakah, 1998:41). 

 
 Agreeing with Udoakah (1998), Wilson (2003:119) goes further to say that 
ideological mobilization can only be partially successful if the message resembles the 
messenger. 
 The repeated structure is varied in content and clarity is achieved by the 
contrast. 
 Social justice – social injustice 
 Mobilizes – demobilizes 
 People – the masses 
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(iii) Sentences: 
Laying the foundations for a just society is crucial because social justice is the 
foundation of social peace and progress in any society. Social injustice often leads to 
social unrest, political instability and economic stagnation (AK: 2). 
 The first sentence is concerned with ‘social justice’, the second with ‘social 
injustice’, ‘social peace’ in the first balances and is contrasted with ‘social unrest’ in 
the second sentence.  The speeches are replete with examples of such constructions, 
which have the added advantage of aiding memory, very important in speech because 
of its transient nature. Although the nature of discourse requires the use of terminology 
which by its nature tends to be obscure, the clarity is enhanced by a judicious and 
skillful use of parallel constructions.  
 The issue, which is the need for every member of the audience to be involved 
in, and to persevere in the task of building a better society, appears to be clear enough. 
 However, the concept which forms the context and the goal for the exercise 
remain obscure. Interestingly or curiously still, the meaning of free ‘egalitarian’, 
dynamic’, justice’ bright and full opportunities’ are not precisely stated. These concepts 
referred to, have continued to defy explication partly because words are by nature in 
exact in meaning, but more so because their use have become highly suspicious as a 
result of centuries of misuse by politicians, who assign their own private meanings to 
these concepts for deceptive purposes (Edem 2005:74). 

 
3.1.5 Cogency  
 Akpan (1978:251) defines rhetoric to include: 
(a) Hollow bombast, artificial eloquence, or style and form in speaking 
 without content, 
(b) Dishonesty or deceit in communication. Absence or inadequacy of cogency, 
when detected by the critical audience in the language and message of the speaker, will 
be the product of this negative side of rhetoric. 
 In both cases, the centrality of language as the instrument of rhetoric is 
obvious. Ekpe and Orisawayi (1996:31) identify sincerity, honesty and emphasis as 
basic ingredients of determing the cogency of a speech. Cogency in the rally speeches 
is achieved by means of the following devices: 
 
(a) Lexical Choice 
 The general vocabulary of the speeches is kept at the level of the common 
experience and English Language ability of the audience, so their comprehension is 
facilitated even for a less skilled ESL speaker-hearer. However, the speeches exhibit 
some linguistic and stylistic features and may not facilitate straight forward 
interpretation for the purpose of provoking positive response/reaction from the 
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audience. Some lexical constructions may not mean much, not being specific to 
perceptible reality or graspable concepts, as in the following examples:  
The goals of MAMSER are to mobilize, energize, organize and redirect the creative 
struggle…(BC:2,99:1). 
 The repeated-ize suffix creates a kind of flowing movement, gathering 
momentum, which reaches its climax at the end of the list, focusing its impact on 
‘redirect’ the only word in the list without  that suffix. A similar effect is achieved by 
building up on the number of syllables in the words on the list to the penultimate word 
and then crashing down from the point by suddenly reverting to a smaller word. 
  Our people are fed up with bitter (Syllables)    
  Divisive (3Sylables) directionless (4 Syllables) 
  Politics (OY:2). 
 The corpus contains many of such words George Orwell once said have lost 
their meaning or men have refused to define. A mixed audience, dominated by 
grassroots participation of the folk with limited knowledge of English and attracted to 
the campaign rally by the sound of local music, is not likely to be deeply moved by 
such constructions and philosophical concepts couched not even in their own native 
language.  
 The speaker often indulges in the use of what might be identified as 
‘superlative’ modifiers, which allows his personal judgment of event to supercede his 
objective detachment, thereby creating some intolerable level of exaggeration: 
- a crops of patriotic, dedicated, honest and highly capable leaders (OD:3). 
- bitter, divisive, directionless and empty politics (OD:5, GG:2) 
- effective, reliable, trustworthy free and fair electoral process (OD:6). 

 
(b) Repetition of ideas shows insistence, and portrays a certain conviction on the 
part of the speaker, which enables him to drive home his point hence cogency was 
achieved as the speaker makes his intentions very clear as shown in the Rivers speech, 
  to avoid rigging, report false names; 
  to avoid rigging, report names of under aged persons, 
  to avoid rigging, report names of deceased persons (RV:2). 
 In addition, repetition has the advantage of counteracting the effect of noise in 
the system by making it possible to recover or to reconstruct what may have been lost 
(Lyons, 1981:44). 
 
(c) Tenor of Discourse 
 The speaker maintains a positive disposition towards his audience by 
expression of his confidence in them, thereby inspiring their confidence in him, as 
illustrated by the following: 
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…let me express our profound thanks to all of you for this massive rally. I am not 
really surprised, because Bauchi State has already excelled in rural development and 
social mobilization (BC:1). 
 
 The speaker also makes use of the pronoun ’we’ and its possessive form ‘our’ 
in a variety of ways which enables him to assume the role of their spokesman giving 
voice to their aspirations and frustrations. Because he believes that he has won their 
confidence, he feels free to take sides with the people without fear of rejection as in: 
  We are tried of… (IM: 4) 
  Our people want… (IM: 7)   
  Our people are fed up with … (GG: 2). 

 
3.1.6 Emotional Appeal 
 Emotional appeal has a lot to do with the way in which a speaker for instance, 
perceives the sensitivity of his audience and then prevails upon them to take a particular 
course of action. The key theme of MAMSER campaigns had been a clarion call for 
change. In achieving his set goals, the speaker with the aid of logical and emotional 
appeal intends to captivate the interest of his listeners in accepting that the solution to 
their problems lies in their hands. He also reminded them of the support of the Gen. 
Babangida’s regime to effect the desired changes in the polity. 

I seize this opportunity, therefore to call upon Nigerian youth to rise to the 
challenge. You have the opportunity of a life time to ensure that the third 
Republic leadership leads Nigeria to the promised land (RV:12). 

 In the above extract, emotional appeal is worked around into the logical 
structure by means of the pilling up of well chosen examples and by use of emotive 
language in descriptions of heroic exploits and indispensability of the youths in social 
and national developments. 
 
Catch phrases are used sparingly by the speaker. In all the speeches studied, only a 
few expressions have been identified as such: 
  Nigeria must survive! (IM: 8) 
  Let justice be done! (OY: 3) 
  …..this time around…. 
 Whenever the first two are used, it is to rouse the specific sections of the 
audience so addressed, or as an attention- getting device addressed to members of the 
press: 
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We must be partners- in- progress 
  For the sake of Nigeria! 
  Nigeria must survive! (CR: 7) 
 
Summary 
 In sum, we have seen that the past is often depicted as full of corrupt 
tendencies, widespread ignorance, corrupt, incompetent or inept leadership, political 
instability, disintegration of democratic norms…. False election results, massive 
rigging, apathy of the general public etc. while the future advocated by the speaker in 
this work is clothed in positive, attractive, idealistic, flowery and perhaps heavenly’, 
terms. 
  
 Given the data at our disposal, we would like to say with confidence that an 
average Nigerian ruler, past or present depends to a large extent on the appropriate use 
of language to enhance the actualization of the administration’s set goals. If a military 
government wants to take over power, or the opposition party wishes to gain sympathy 
of the voting public in order to win future general elections, the incumbent government 
is often dismissed as “inept, directionless or corrupt”. While the new man in this case 
presents himself once again as the best option for the country. Nothing could be more 
apt than the recent comments credited to a former military Head of state and National 
leader of the defunct CPC Gen.  Mahammadu Buhari while announcing the formation 
of a merger party APC said, 

In Nigeria today, therefore, unity of the people, unity of political parties and 
unity of the opposition is no longer an option. It has become a national imperative. 
And, thankfully, everyone is finally coming round to accept the necessity for it (Buhari 
Jan, 17, 2013) 

The then opposition leader did not spare the ruling PDP either when he said, 

We do not have the government on our side….. it misapplies its federal might 
not to conduct credible elections, but  to rig us out of our mandate. The ones 
we have on our side are God and the people and these are sufficient for us 
(Buhari Jan. 17, 2013). 

 
 We have discovered too, that major political actors in the governments or in the 
opposition are still using ‘superlative’ modifiers, catch phrases, logical/ emotional 
appeal as well as peculiar patterning of words while appealing to the people for 
support. 
In the same vein, Nigeria’s current leader president Buhari alleged strong character, 
anti- corruption posturing propagated by his political strategists coupled with the 
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general apathy that characterized nearly all aspects of our national lives, made change 
not only desirable but inevitable in 2015. 
 
Conclusions 

The Federal Government and the opposition having been convinced of the 
critical role language plays in national development  appears to be at each other’s  
throat while  canvassing  for  or against any  national phenomenon on or ideal.    

Similar gimmicks just like the ones illustrated in this paper are on going, they 
are employed by the government or the opposition/critics when they require support or 
cooperation from the public. 

But there is bound to be a rhetorical decay or public revolt in the nearest future 
if the people (masses) could not point to one thing they have gained from the system or 
if the country’s leaders continue to neglect the social contract they had entered with the 
people. In view of the aforesaid, the significance of language towards national 
development cannot be over- emphasized. 
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